Friday 4 March 2022
This week has seen a super celebration of books and reading with a
range of World Book Day activities. Our new ‘Nest’ area dedicated to
Mr Jaume, a previous staff member who shared a passion for reading
with our pupils during his time at Kingswode Hoe School, has been
set up by Orchard class. It is now ready to be used by the whole
school as a special space to read for pleasure.
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Word of the week:

Orchard pupils presented their assembly all about books and The
Nest to everyone on Teams.
There has also been a lot of excitement and ‘buzz’ about the newly
opened KHS Shop where pupils can spend the credits they have
‘earnt’ each week. Credits are awarded by staff for positive
achievements such as attendance, team work, behaviour,
presentation and effort, both in and out of class.
We appreciate donations of items that pupils can give to the shop.
We also donate unwanted items in good condition to The Colchester
Children’s Charity who help to fund some of our trips and visits.
These can be brought in a labelled bag on a Monday.
Thank you very much to parents and carers who came in to support
some of our younger pupils with their NHS Covid-19 vaccinations this
week too. There are further dates for other vaccinations for
different year groups to draw your attention to on the final calendar
page.

Coming up as well is Comic Relief on Friday 18 March, which we will
provide more information about in the newsletter next week.
Pupils have shown some concern, understandably, about the
worrying course of events following the Russian attack on Ukraine. I
have added some links with Newsround resources used in school, as
appropriate, and advice for parents and carers on page 8 that may
be useful if pupils are talking about what is going on.
Despite these troubling times, we have thoroughly enjoyed special
events in school and ended as usual on a Friday, celebrating the
many achievements of pupils in our sharing assembly and with pupils
loving their credit time choices. As always, it is a pleasure to see
how continued efforts of pupils and staff have paid off. We hope you
enjoy the highlights!
Mrs Constantine, Headteacher

COMIC RELIEF 2022
Friday 18 March
Pupils may wear their own clothes
with a minimum donation of £1,
please click the link below to make
your donation online.
Kingswode Hoe School is fundraising
for Comic Relief (justgiving.com)
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World Book Day 2022
Staff members get in on
the act!
Red
Riding
Hood

We welcomed a host of
book characters to school
on the 25th World Book Day,
Thursday 3 March and many
pupils got involved in the
quotation hunt, reading
photo challenge and staff
also enjoyed sharing some
of their favourite stories.
Where’s
Wally?

Romeo
& Juliet

Lots of Harry
Potter fans!

Pupils also get £1 book
tokens as part of this
national event

Pupils were asked to create individual leaves to contribute to the
tree that will be growing in The Nest. They chose to read in
different parts of the school building and grounds as well as at our
neighbouring nature area, Hillyfields.

Year 9 Design

Before half term, Year 9 pupils
from Spinney class delivered
recycled plastic sheets to
Colchester Grammar School.
The group have been fully
involved in the recycling
process, from collection,
sorting and chipping, through to
heat-forming and delivery back
to the school to make new
products with.

Our ambition is that no Colchester school sends thermoplastic waste to landfill.
If you know any other schools who would like their plastic recycled as part of this exciting project, please get in touch!

We have been learning…
During girls’
group we
nominated
compliments
to share and
spread some
positivi-tea.
😃

Maple pupils have been learning about
Frida Kahlo and this week pupils
started using collages with their
paintings by selecting images from
magazines. They used mind maps to
plan what images they would need so
that the art will be all about
themselves.

Birch pupils
have been
focusing on
expressing
their feelings
and learning
supportive
strategies they
can use to
support them.
During the last
few weeks,
they have been
creating
emotion
booklets with
their own
strategy tools.

Food and Cooking

Year 7 pupils have been busy
making cupcakes ready to
decorate next week!

Year 10 Lifeskills group are focusing
on using a microwave and today
they made egg fried rice with
packet microwave rice.
Acorn celebrated Shrove Tuesday
with pancakes.
Happy Pancake Day.

Mudiwa says “It’s EGGcellent!”.
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Outdoor Learning

Year 10 pupils visited a very
wet and muddy Fordham
Heath. They demonstrated
that they are able to spend
extended periods of time
outdoors in a range of weather
conditions.
Great resilience Year 10!

Maple enjoying the sunshine and
their toast by the fire at Forest
School.

Oak trying out new things
at Forest School!

Evidence for Learning

https://web.evidencefor
learning.net/efl/

Casey enjoyed his visit to see the
Axolotl (salamander) at the pier!
Rosie was really excited to see the
sports cars!
Ethan enjoyed
his time at
Jimmy’s Farm,
we are glad the
sun was shining
for you!

Kelsie enjoyed her time
Go-Karting and achieved
3rd place, Well done Kelsie!

Casey also made a
delicious looking trifle!

What is being done to help
Ukrainian refugees?
What is happening in the
Ukraine?

These are some of the links that have been shared with tutors and used
with groups this week, as appropriate, to help pupils ask questions about
what is happening in world news at the moment.
Newsround has some useful information about how to cope if pupils are
feeling upset or anxious by the news.
Remember that pupils often have far greater access to live news through
the Internet these days and may need to talk through what they have
seen or heard about. Please support them to do this at home too.
The online safety advice from The 2 Johns is a brief YouTube clip that is
very helpful for parents and carers to watch before talking to pupils
about this upsetting news story.

For parents and carers: The 2 Johns advice about
how the news affects our young people
Advice if you are upset by the news

COVID GUIDANCE REMAINS THE SAME THIS WEEK!

Current isolation advice
Unlike mainstream schools, there is still a recommendation that
young people and staff who work in special schools continue to test
themselves for Covid-19, using an LFD testing kit, twice a week. We
know that for some pupils this is a difficulty and so, as we have
throughout the pandemic, we will be absolutely sympathetic to this
and no-one will miss education because they do not test.

You will see from the SEAX
letter that advice remains the
same for staff and pupils in our
special school

If your child has a positive test, or has symptoms of Covid-19, then
the advice is:
· Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend
their education setting while they are infectious.
· They should take an LFD test from five days after their
symptoms started (or the day their test was taken if they did
not have symptoms) followed by another one the next day.
· If both of these test results are negative, they should return
to their educational setting, as long as they feel well enough to
do so and do not have a temperature.
Children and young people who usually attend an education or
childcare setting and who live with someone who has COVID-19
should continue to attend the setting as normal.

Please continue to check government websites for the latest information:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Click for vaccination information

Key to allergens in menu items:
Milk
M
Fish
F
Soya
So
Gluten
G
Sulphites
S
Celery
C
Egg
E
Mustard
Mu

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/school-lunchrecipes has some creative ideas for children's healthy packed
lunches!

Easy meals to make with kids at home inspired by Tom
Kerridge and Marcus Rashford!
https://endchildfoodpoverty.org/full-time-meals

https://www.nhs.uk/healthierfamilies/recipes/healthierlunchboxes/
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Friday 4 March 2022
Coming up…Themes this half
term:

DIARY DATES

Week
beginning

Year 10 and 11 Progress Evening
Tuesday 8 March

Theme- linked to six
outcomes/world events

We welcome parents and carers to school on between 3.30-5.30pm
when a range of staff will be available to talk to with your child

Employability: Kingswode
Hoe Shop

Comic Relief Day Friday 18 March

Accreditation:
Reading/World Book DayThe Nest

HPV Catch up vaccinations Years 9-11 1 April
DTP/Meningitis ACWY Year 9 19 May
HPV 1st vaccine Year 8 July

7 March

Community & Wider
World: People who help
us

Final day for Year 11: Friday 1 July 2022

14 March

Health, Lifestyle &
Wellbeing: Comic Relief
Mindfulness

21 March

Resilience &
Independence: Our
Environment DofE
#ShowTheLove

28 March

Identity & SelfExpression: Arts Award
Sharing

RESIDENTIAL DATES
Thorrington Camp 4 – 6 May Year 7
Letton Hall 24 –27 May Year 9
Leiston 6 – 10 June Year 10
Rendlesham Forest Camping 22 – 24 June DofE Group
Thorrington Camp 12 – 14 July Year 8
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