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Term Dates
Mon 8 April: Easter Holiday starts

Kingswode Hoe School
What we plant today, we grow tomorrow

Mon 22 April: Bank Holiday
Tues 23 April: First day of the Summer term
Mon 6 May: Bank Holiday
Tues 7 May: SEAX Non-pupil day
27-31 May: Half Term Holiday

We have had another busy, active half term and everyone has
welcomed signs of Spring with lighter, longer days.
Staffing update
We would like to update you about various staffing
changes as we progress into the summer term.
Primary class wished Miss Jones a fond farewell in
March as she embarked on an exciting new job as
cabin crew for British Airways– we wish her every
success in her travels and thank her for all her work
as an LSA with key stage 2 pupils during her time
here.
We welcome our new primary LSA, Miss Cameron, who
has been getting to know the group since joining us in
March. She has settled in very well and is enjoying her
new role at Kingswode Hoe.
We are delighted that Mr McGilchrist has now accepted a
permanent role as teacher and curriculum leader for Relationship
and Sex Education (RSE) which will be vital as the government
make changes to the statutory requirements in this area.
Mr Constantine will also be taking on responsibility for The Arts
(Art, Music and Drama) alongside his leadership of Design
Technology after Easter. Mr McGilchrist will be taking the role of
form tutor for 7D and Mr Constantine will be form tutor for 9L for
the summer term.
Congratulations to Mrs Sugden for becoming a Duke of Edinburgh
verifier this term. We are now registered as an ‘in house’ centre so
we can internally moderate the progress of the pupils on the
course under the leadership of Mr Lee, who is also now a
registered minibus driver. Miss Dale has completed her Level 2
Assisting in Forest School accreditation.
We are very proud of our skilled, conscientious team of staff at
Kingswode Hoe and are pleased to let you know that we create
valuable links with other schools to enable our staff to share their
expertise and develop professionally by working with other schools
in the local area.
Mrs Bourne, Student Data Manager, has made a link to offer
administrative advice to one of our SEAX Trust schools, Langham
Oaks. Mr Logan will also be working with the school for the
summer term to further extend his leadership skills and experience
in another setting by supporting the SLT team at Langham Oaks.
Following completion of her National SENCo qualification, Mrs
Dennis is supporting Brinkley Grove Primary School in the role of
SENCo for two days a week during the summer term.

Staff Training
Forest School
Just like the
pupils, our staff
are always keen
to learn.
Recently we had the opportunity to
have a taste of Forest School. As part of
a programme of wellbeing sessions
across the year, staff were encouraged
to play in the woods, build dens, relax
in hammocks, toast marshmallows and
make woodland crafts.
As well as seeing what the pupils get to
experience in this important part of the
curriculum, the staff were developing
their team work, practical and
communication skills.
This was a really valuable practical
insight into the many benefits of Forest
School for all involved as well as an
enjoyable and refreshing outdoor
wellbeing session for staff with some
really positive feedback.
Moderation
We hold termly
moderation
sessions and also
link with other
schools across
Essex to verify
teacher judgements in core subjects
English and maths.
Teaching and support staff at
Kingswode Hoe recently engaged in an
internal moderation session which they
found very beneficial. This is an
important part of our assessment
calendar and ongoing monitoring.
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Mercury Theatre Workshops

Loganberry Lodge Visit

Year 9 pupils are working with practitioners from the
Mercury Theatre to develop their skills on a range of
different technical theatre art elements. These photos
show pupils developing their programming skills using
Scratch. They enjoyed making spooky stories
complete with light up houses and moving doors.

9C pupils have had a visit to local care
home Loganberry Lodge as part of their
Work Related Learning and Careers
curriculum. Pupils enjoyed a tour and
meeting some of the residents as part
of their visit to find out about how a
care home works and some of the roles
and responsibilities of people who work
there.

We would like to thank the Mercury Theatre staff
for working with our pupils to develop valuable
skills and gain an insight into the world of
technical theatre and look forward to
opportunities to link with them again in the future.

The Big Battery Hunt continues
We have made a fantastic start to our Big Battery
Hunt initiative. The first container has been filled
and is awaiting collection. A staggering 2622
batteries are ready to be recycled and saved from
landfill, so thank you to everyone who has
contributed so far.

Y10 Sainsbury’s Visits

Easter Egg Winner

As part of our Work Related Learning this year, we have been in partnership
with Sainsbury’s at Tollgate. We all have our own uniform and go to
Sainsbury’s to take part in classroom based learning and hands on work on
the shop floor.

Thank you very much
to Mr and Mrs
Dickinson for donating
the Easter egg to the
school. The winners
were 7D and they
enjoyed sharing it in
school.

In the classroom we have covered a range of subjects including CV Writing,
Health and Safety, Customer Care and Problem Solving. On the shop floor
we have assisted with bag packing, looked at stock rotation, problem areas
with displays and dealt with customer queries.
Sainsbury’s have an awards evening every year
called ‘The Love Awards’. The Tollgate store was
nominated for the ‘Community Award’ in
recognition of the work they do with us and we are
pleased to announce that they won! The certificate
we received is proudly displayed in our classroom
and on the staff notice board at Sainsbury’s.
As a class we have thoroughly enjoyed our time at Sainsbury’s learning new
skills that will help us as we look for employment over the next few
years. We will really miss our weekly visits to Sainsbury’s and would like to
thank everybody involved in giving us the opportunity.

A fantastic £84 was raised for the
Friends of Kingswode Hoe who support
the school.
Thank you to everyone who bought a
ticket and to Beardwell who generously
donated a ticket for each class.

Happy Easter
We would like to wish a lovely
Easter holiday and look forward
to seeing the pupils when we
return on Tuesday 23 April.
Don’t forget that Easter Monday
is a bank holiday so school will
be closed!
Kingswode Hoe School
Part of the SEAX Trust
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Resilience and independence Duke of Edinburgh week
Year 11 pupils embraced their activity week in March, aimed at developing key
resilience and independence skills in a range of different settings. This was part of their
preparation for their forthcoming Duke of Edinburgh expeditions in the summer term.
Pupils visited Yarra Farm and Dedham Vale Therapy Farm as well as practising map
reading skills and improving their team work during their hike at
Heybridge.

New Build Update
The new build is really taking shape, as you can see from the photos and the
interior of the building is now being constructed. Many pupils have been able to
visit the site as the work progresses. The brickwork and roof are now complete
and the rooms have been divided. The stairs are in and work is being prepared
for electric points. The next step is for the glazing to be installed so that the
plaster work can begin. Preparations are happening behind the scenes too to
ensure the classrooms will be ready for opening in September.
We have also received the archaeological finds back to school which include
ancient pottery and a Roman coin that will be displayed once the new build has
been opened.
We now have a dedicated page about
the progress on our school website so
please go here for more regular
updates and to the plans.
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Ikea Visit

School Office Messages

Year 10 and 11 Design Technology pupils enjoyed a day at
Ikea, Lakeside. The group found out how the Swedish
superstore works to serve their customers and motivate
their employees.

The school residential trips are fast approaching– thank you
to those who have paid the deposit and any installments to
date. Please make sure you pay the expected amount on
time and contact the school if you are finding payments
difficult.

Pupils had time to explore the store which included
permission to bounce on beds and hide in wardrobes! Ikea
provided all the pupils with their famous Swedish
meatballs for lunch before embarking on a flat pack
furniture challenge.

As always, please make sure you keep up to date with
school meal payments. These should be paid for in advance
or on the day otherwise pupils will not be able to have a
school lunch if there are payments outstanding.

Their experience during this trip will be used back at
school to make connections with their current work and
inspire future projects. The day linked to employability,
independence and wider world outcomes.

Please note, you must call in to report an absence. Please
do not email the school or use SIMS Intouch as the message
might not be received in time.

Breakfast club also needs to be paid for in advance.

Rotary Club Lunch
Primary enjoyed a wonderful outing to the Officer’s Club
courtesy of the Rotary Club. Alongside pupils from other
local schools, they were treated to a delicious lunch and
enjoyed a magic show.
Thank you to the Rotary Club for inviting the Primary class
along and for their yummy Easter eggs.

Forest School
During extreme stormy weather this term, our risk
assessment process meant that we were unable to go into
the woods as usual for Forest School. However, the high
winds did not stop classes having fun outside.
Instead, we made the most of the windy weather by
making kites with Sainsbury’s carrier bags and string and
had a great time flying and experimenting with them in
the open space on Hilly Fields.
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Comic Relief Communication Theme Day
Our Comic Relief theme day was based on ‘communication’ this year. The aim was to help pupils understand the range of
ways we communicate with friends, families and those in the wider world.
The pupils were in mixed aged groups and had a go at a range of activities throughout the day, including signing language,
code breaking, emailing and filming, Morse code, Adinkra Art and goalball. Primary also went on a nature walk on the day
and have a wonderful time in the woods.
A fantastic time was had by all and £60 was raised by for the Comic Relief appeal. Well done to all involved.
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Bikeability Training during Easter break
Bikeability courses are available over the Easter
holidays, there are limited spaces so don’t delay in
booking a space. The following dates are available:
* Chelmsford Admirals Park:
Mon 15 April and Tues 16 April 2019
* Colchester, Queen Boudica School:
Wed 10 April and Thurs 11 April 2019
For further information visit the Safer Essex Roads
website

